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TEH1A 



Dear Correspondent: 

This letter is in response to your inquiry about benefits for prisoners. Neither Social Security 
benefits nor supplemental security income (SSI) payments are payable to prisoners just because 
they are being released or because they have been in prison. There is incorrect information 
circulating in prisons about Social Security and SSI benefits for prisoners. That information 
should be disregarded. 

The Social Security and SSI programs prohibit payment to most prisoners, even if they are 
otherwise eligible. Social Security benefits are suspended if a beneficiary is confined in a jail, 
prison, or other penal institution for over 30 continuous days due to conviction of a crime. In 
addition, no benefits can be paid for any month in which a person violates a condition of 
probation or parole. Generally, we cannot pay SSI payments for any month in which someone 
resides in a public institution for the entire month. 

Although no monthly Social Security or SSI payments are payable while a person is confined, 
benefits may be paid to other family members entitled on the record. Social Security benefits 
may be payable to certain family members upon the death of someone in prison, if the prisoner 
had worked long enough and paid Social Security taxes. 

Enclosed is a fact sheet about our benefit programs, as well as any other specific information you 
may have requested. If you previously were eligible for benefits and will soon be released, or if 
you want to file for benefits for yourself, your spouse, or your children, you or your prison 
counselor may call our toll-free number, 1-800-772-1213, or your local Social Security office. 
Your prison counselor can tell you if your institution has a prerelease agreement with the local 
Social Security office. If it does, the officials at your institution should be able to help you file an 
application for benefits. If you file for benefits, be sure to include a copy of this letter with your 
application. 



Sincerely, 




Sheryll Ziporkin 

Acting Associate Commissioner 

Office of Public Inquiries 



Enciosure(s) 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

TEH2A January 21, 2009 

QQ7159 



Mr. Gregory Warren 
Number 94A86 17 
Mohawk Correctional Facility 
P.O. Box 8451 

Rome, New York 1 3442-845 1 
Dear Mr. Warren: 

This letter is in response to your inquiry about your late father's Social Security disability 
benefits. We regret the delay in responding. 

Your late father's records are currently in our Northeastern Program Service Center. 
Therefore, we are referring your inquiry to that office. The officials there will look into 
the situation you described and reply directly to you. 

Sincerely, 

Sheryll Ziporkin 
Associate Commissioner 
Office of Public Inquiries 
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Dear Correspondent: 

This letter is in response to your inquiry about benefits for prisoners. Neither Social 
Security benefits nor supplemental security income (SSI) payments are payable to 
prisoners just because they are being released or because they have been in prison. 
There is incorrect information circulating in prisons about Social Security and SSI 
benefits for prisoners. That information should be disregarded. 

The Social Security and SSI programs prohibit payment to most prisoners, even if they 
are otherwise eligible. Social Security benefits are suspended if a beneficiary is confined 
in a jail, prison, or other penal institution for over 30 continuous days due to conviction 
of a crime. In addition, no benefits can be paid for any month in which a person violates 
a condition of probation or parole. Generally, we cannot pay SSI payments for any 
month in which someone resides in a public institution for the entire month. 

Although no monthly Social Security or SSI payments are payable while a person is 
confined, benefits may be paid to other family members entitled on the record. Social 
Security benefits may be payable to certain family members upon the death of someone 
in prison, if the prisoner had worked long enough and paid Social Security taxes. 

We have enclosed some information that may be helpful to you, as well as any other 
specific information you may have requested. If you previously were eligible for benefits 
and will soon be released, or if you want to file for benefits for yourself, your spouse, or 
your children, you or your prison counselor may call our toll-free number, 1 -800- 
772-1213, or your local Social Security office. Your prison counselor can tell you if 
your institution has a prerelease agreement with the local Social Security office. * If it 
does, the officials at your institution should be able to help you file an application for 
benefits. Even if no prerelease agreement exists, you may still apply for benefits so that 
if you are found eligible, the benefits can start as soon as possible after your release. In 
either situation, you must file through our 1-800-772-1213 or the local Social 
Security office* If you file for benefits, be sure to include a copy of this letter with your 
application. 




SOCIAL SECURITY 
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OCT 2 7 2009 



Sincerely, 




Sheryll Ziporkin 
Associate Commissioner 
Office of Public Inquiries 



Enclosure(s) 
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